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Grade 6: Children of the Holocaust
Mini-lesson: Synthesizing
Step 1
Explanation of Cognitive Strategy

Review the following information about synthesizing:

Students, for Step 1 you will be using the cognitive strategy called “synthesizing” to create respond to the prompt, “What do the sites and videos you viewed make you think about?” Let’s review what we know about synthesizing.

Review this information:

What

Synthesizing is making a discovery while reading. It involves taking what the author says, what I know, and then making a general observation about what I notice. The general observation leads me to the discovery I make and it is dependent upon what I know about a topic. 

Synthesizing is taking the important ideas in a passage, combining it with what we know about the important facts, and retelling it in a new way. 

It is creating understandings about what we read. (Duffy)

It occurs while we are reading and after we finish reading.


Synthesizing is moving beyond summaries. (Mosaic of Thought)

For this assignment, synthesis means “making a discovery while reading. It involves taking what the author says, what I know, and then making a general observation about what I notice. The general observation leads me to the discovery I make and it is dependent upon what I know about a topic.” 

Why


We synthesize because it helps us better understand what we read.

When

We synthesize information when we have to create something new, find a solution to a problem in real life (Duffy), or arrive at a new idea about a topic.

We can synthesize information when we are reading one book.


We can synthesize when we find information from different books and other sources.

How


Here’s how we do it:


If you are reading one book:

Think about the important ideas in a passage and summarize it. 



Think about what you know about these important ideas.




Can you add something the authors have not mentioned?




What are your own ideas about the information?




What observations can you make about this information?

Take the summary and your own observations and put them together into a new whole.

The new whole can be your own special retelling, a poem you write, a PowerPoint presentation that you create, a letter that you write to a friend, or, as in this case, your own response for your journal.

If you are using more than one source:

Find the important ideas in all of them.

Combine them in one summary.

Think about what you know about these important ideas.




Can you add something the authors have not mentioned?




What are your own ideas about the information?



What observations can you make about this information?

Think about how you can rearrange or reorganize the information in a new way.


Think about these questions:



What would happen if……



In what other ways can you….

Application of Cognitive Strategy
Now let’s apply this strategy to address the response prompt for Step 1. Here is how you might do this:

The response prompt is general: “What do the sites and videos you viewed make you think about?” 

To address this prompt, I skim the sites first.

As an example, let’s say that the sites and videos make us wonder about what kind of person would help the Jews during World War II. Now, we need to keep this mind as we closely examine the two websites—Ann Frank and Difficult Choices.
· Let’s look at the website Difficult Choices. We need to ask ourselves, “What does the text tell us about the people who helped the Jews?” 
· First of all, on the left-hand side of the screen, I read this statement:
The Nazis further discouraged rescue by threatening severe penalties for those caught helping Jews.

This tells me that the Nazis did not want German citizens to help the Jews. If they did, they would be severely punished.
Using this information and what I know about punishment, I can say that the people who helped the Jews were putting their own lives at risk. I think I will write that down as an important note.

· Let’s click on the man with the glasses at the middle of the screen. Steven Luckert makes this statement:
That often it wasn't a question of having one rescuer, it often involved having a multitude of rescuers, or people that could aid you in survival, whether that's finding lodging, whether that's acquiring false papers, food, and other things. And I think that one of the things that we draw out of this, looking at these collections, is just the difficulties that people faced. Going into hiding, fleeing Nazi persecution, wasn't easy. There were constant choices, difficult choices that had to be made by all of these families.
What does this tell me? It tells me that many people were involved in rescuing the Jews. I can infer that these people had to think about many of the details involved in hiding someone, such as false papers, food, and lodging.

I need to put these ideas in my notes.

· Now let’s look at the testimonial Hetty d'Ancona Deleeuwe on the far right of the screen. She makes this statement:
My parents didn't know where I was going. They had this connection with the man who I later found out saved 250 Jewish children, and who perished himself in Bergen-Belsen. He was caught at the end of the war and he perished himself--not being a Jew, but being treated as a Jew because he helped the Jews. And he found a place for me all the way on the other side of the country
What does this tell me about the man who helped Hetty d'Ancona Deleeuwe escape the Nazis?
He saved 250 Jewish children but was later caught and then died in a concentration camp.

Now using what the text tells me and what I know I can infer:

The man risked his life many times to help the Jews.

To do this, he had to be brave. 
He must have really despised what his country was doing to the Jewish people.

He must have had a lot of connections to help so many Jewish children.

I need to write these thoughts down as important notes.

· To complete this task, I need to keep looking for information that can help me with the prompt.

· Right now I have these notes:

The Nazis did not want German citizens to help the Jews. If they did, they
 would be severely punished.
Many people were involved in rescuing the Jews. I can infer that these people had to think about many of the details involved in hiding someone, such as false papers, food, and lodging.
The man risked his life many times to help the Jews.

To do this, he had to be brave. 

He must have really despised what his country was doing to the Jewish people.

He must have had a lot of connections to help so many Jewish children.

· At this point, I can use all of this information in my response. I need to continue looking at the rest of the websites to find more information that will help me. When I synthesize, I find information from different sources and put them together to write my response.
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